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M. Theriot's Note on Mypnum uncinatum and its Forms in North 

Minnesota. 

It is rather difficult to find one's way among the numerous varieties of 
this polymorphous species, especially since absolutely authentic type speci- 
mens are not available. It is also probable that several of the described 
varieties are synonyms. 

Thus in studying closely the var. attenuatus Bry. Eur., it seems very 
little different from the var. plumosum; also the var. polare seems not far 
removed from var. gracilescens (if descriptions are compared) etc. 

I have had over two hundred specimens of Hypnum uncinatum to name 
from northeastern Minnesota. If I had been obliged to try to place each of 
these specimens under the eight or ten varieties actually described I would 
have had to spend a year of time and surely this species is not worth that 
much trouble. A reasonable amount of time must suffice. 

In order that my labor may be appreciated and critically verified, it has 
seemed to me necessary that my critics endeaver to occupy the view point 
which I have taken. I have taken as basis for my study the descriptions of 
M. Renauld in " Muscologia Gallica," which has permitted me to make a 
preliminary classification as follows: fifty belonged to the type, thirty to 
forma, plumosa, thirty to var. plumulosum, forty to var. subjulaceum, hold- 
ing in mind the following characters: 

Typical plants erect, robust, leaves large, strongly plicate, falciform 
but not circinate ; forma plumosa plants smaller, more or less pinnate, leaves 
folded, more straight, contracted from above the base into a long subula, 
circinate; var. plumulosum plants slender, leaves small, little or not striated, 
of variable form ; seta short, capsule small ; var. subjulaceum plants robust, 
stems erect, leaves erect or secund, plicate, costa large, tissue loose, cells 
more short. I then took up again my task of seeking to form a personal 
opinion and I have arrived at the following conclusions : 

i. — The well-characterized type is rather rare in the region explored. 

2. — Forma plumosa, understood as it is in the above definition, is very 
abundant, it is distinguished as easily at least as is the var. plumulosum, 
and it deserves more than the place of a simple "forma." My view would 
be to make of it a variety as did Schimper. 

3. — Var. plumulosum is more difficult to define ; one is obliged to bring 
to it forms quite different; its stems are more or less pinnate, its leaves are 
more or less circinate, more or less long, more or less folded. For my part 
I do not understand it very well, at least not as M. Renauld has defined it, 
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and I find that it is more difficult to distinguish between iotraa.pltimosa and 

var. plumulosum than between the species and forma plumosa, at least if 

one accepts under the designation plumulosum only specimens with leaves 

little or not folded and this variety finds itself more limited and becomes 

nearly it seems to me, var. contiguum. 

4. — Ninety-nine specimens belong to this group representing the var. 

subjulaceum. I have brought them under the var. orthothecioides but they 

are not identical with the type of Lindberg, being less robust, their leaves 

are more falciform, and form a hook at the end of the branches. To this 

last statement M. Cardot seems to take exception, writing in pencil " Pas la 

form orthothecioides." He further remarks "The extreme forms of var. 

plumulosum with leaves not plicate with stems radiculose.— //j^«z/«« Moseri 

Kindb. and Hypnum contiguum Nees." 

Winona, Minnesota. 

Note. — The Department of Botany, under whose auspices the explora- 
tion here recorded was made, has for five years failed to publish this report. 
But even though some of the value is lost by delay, it is here published at 
the first opportunity afforded the writer. 



ON COLLECTING MOSSES. 

R. S. Williams. 
[Read at the Meeting of the Sullivant Moss Society at Boston, Dec. 30, 1909.] 

In working over a number of moss genera the past season and exam- 
ining rather carefully all the specimens contained in the herbarium of 
the New York Botanical Garden, as well as in some private collections, it 
was rather surprising to find how few really first-class plants had been 
obtained of many even common species. It seems to be the ordinary 
impression that mosses are among the easiest of plants to collect, and in 
certain respects this is true, for they are mostly within reach, can be removed 
without difficulty from the substrata and take up but little room or weight ; 
moreover they can be collected without the necessity of carrying a heavy 
press into the field, and if a little dry at night, can be softened up and made 
into about as fine specimens as if laid out and pressed immediately. Also 
if one wishes to pad out the numbers of their collection there is perhaps no 
easier way than to grab at everything in sight that looks a bit mossy, attach 
numbers and give to some one else to name (this last being very important) ; 



